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Class information for Mr. Stonchus’ class
Welcome to my class!  I am excited and honored to work with you and am looking forward to our time together.  With your cooperation, we will learn a great deal and have some fun in the process.

Objective:  
To work together to develop our abilities and to grow as students and as people.
	We will enhance our Spanish skills in five key areas: speaking, reading, writing, listening, and culture.  Our work here will help us connect with the global community, both now and in our future careers.  
Guidelines for student behavior:  
1. You may engage in any behavior that does not create a problem for you or anyone else in the world.
2. If you find yourself with a problem, you may solve it by any means that does not cause a problem for anyone else in the world.
3. You may engage in any behavior that does not jeopardize the safety or learning of yourself or others.  Unkind words and actions will not be tolerated.
Consequences:
If any class or school rule is violated, I will provide an appropriate consequence that will allow the student to experience the results of a poor choice, enabling him or her to make better choices in the future.  I do not list all possible consequences, as all situations are different.
My promise:
If at any time I act or react in a way that a student truly feels is unjust, that student need only say to me, “I’m not sure that’s fair.”  I will arrange a private conference during which the student can express to me why he or she feels my actions were not fair.  This may or may not change my course of action.  I am always open to calm, rational discussion of any matter.
**Note:  Of course, all school policies coincide with the above guidelines.  Please see your agenda if you are not familiar with Warren Mott’s Code of Conduct.

Materials needed:
Bring the following materials with you daily:
· a notebook (for note-taking) 
· sheets of lined paper (for classwork) OR notebook with perforated edge*
· a folder OR binder (for reference sheets and handouts)
· a pencil or pen
· textbook
· an open mind and good attitude!  
Recommended (but not required):
· an English/Spanish dictionary 

Grading:
Your grade is composed of:
1.) ASSESSMENTS:  Projects, quizzes, tests, etc.
2.) PRACTICE:  Classwork, Homework, etc.
Assessments account for 90% of your grade.  Practice accounts for 10%.  Keep in mind that 10% is the difference between two letter grades, so not doing the practice negatively affects your grade as well as your preparation for skills to be assessed at a later date.
Late work:
I do not accept late work.  If you attempt to turn it in, it will be returned ungraded.  Of course, when we go over the answers as a class, you are encouraged to write down anything that will help you progress in this class; this includes answers that you did not originally submit.  Students who have verified absences, or who have specific educational plans that require extensions, are exceptions to this rule.
Missed Tests/Quizzes:  Students who are absent on the day that an assessment is given have 48 hours upon return to school with which to schedule a “make up” session with me (if the absence is excused).  If the absence is unverified, the student has 48 hours from the time of the exam for a parent/guardian to clarify why the student was absent.  If the absence is proven valid, the earned grade will be entered into the gradebook; if the absence remains unverified, a zero shall be awarded the student.
Formatting:  Student work should be labeled with Name (Full), Date, and Hour in the upper right corner.  The assignment should also have a title (e.g. Activity #3, p. 7), when appropriate.  Students not formatting in this manner will receive 10% off their earned grade.  Work without names shall be discarded.  
*Students will not be able to turn in work on paper that is not lined (scrap paper, note cards, etc.) or that still has the “fringe” from being ripped from a notebook.  If this causes it to be late, it will remain unaccepted.  

Plagiarism/Cheating:  
I encourage you to help each other learn and I expect that we will support each other in an honorable manner.  I do not tolerate cheating of any kind, as it is simply unacceptable.  Anyone found to be cheating or helping someone cheat receives a zero for that task.  Furthermore, a conference with the teacher will result to determine if any other consequences shall result (this act is a violation of school code).
Passes:
Per school rule, passes will not be issued during the first and last ten minutes of class.  Passes for returning to the locker will scarcely be issued, as students are expected to come prepared daily.  There is currently no limit on bathroom passes, but overuse/abuse of policy will result in a call home to determine if further restrictions need to be in place or if there is a medical issue that all parties should be aware of.  Passes will not be issued during instructional time i.e. students should wait until the lesson is completed and independent work time has begun.
Eating in class: Food and drink are not allowed in class.  Purchased food, breakfast, lunch, etc., must be finished before entering class.  Bottled water is acceptable but must not spill on desk or other property.  
Phones:  My class is a “red zone”.  This means that phones should be off and stowed away at all times.  If I see the phone, regardless of whether it is being used or not, I will ask for it.  It may be given to the office or returned by me at a later time, depending on the situation or the number of times that the student has violated this rule.  Additionally, the teacher reserves the right to pursue further discipline such as, but not limited to, phone calls home, detentions, and referrals.  I have provided storage at the front of the class for phones, which is where phones are to be placed when not in a student’s locker.  Again, the expectation is that they are not to be used or seen without permission.
Occasionally, we will use phones in class for a school related purpose.  The teacher will signal when this can happen and will generally announce it the day before.  Students may not charge their phones in the classroom without asking; permission is not guaranteed.
Contact:
I may be reached by phone at 586-574-3250 ext. 13422 (generally from 6:45 until 8:10 a.m. and from 2:30 until 4:00 p.m. on most days).  My school email is also an effective means of contacting me.   Parents should feel free to reach me any time they have questions or concerns.  
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PRINT STUDENT NAME HERE ___________________________________ HOUR ____________________
Student and Parent, please sign below acknowledging and agreeing to the policies that I have set out on the preceding page.  


Parents should provide an email that their student does not have access to, so that I may communicate news about the pupil.


______________________________________________                             ___________________
Student signature	Print name: _________________        	  	date

________________________________________________                          ____________________
Parent signature             Print name: ___________________                           date
			

	Email:   ______________________________________

               Phone:  ______________________________________		
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